














The GRUMBLER. 


| Nums. MOL 





By Squire GrzZarv. 





Lncipit ipforum contra teftare parentum 
Nobilitas, claramq; facem preferre pudendis. Juv. 





From Tuefday April 26. to Friday. April 29. 1715. 


N the firft of my Papers, where I acquaint- 
ed my Readers with the State of my Con- 
{tirution, I told them, that no Part of this 
fpacious City failed to afford Fuel to my Di- 

ftemper. Thé other Day, when all the World 
‘was gay and chearful in the Park, I had no {mall 
Fit of the Grumbles ; and indeed the Occafion, that 
brought it upon me was Signal. There I mer 
an old Acquaintance, with whom, in former 
Times, I have drank many a chearful Bortle. A 
new Tirle, it feems, had very much weakened 
his Memory ; or elfe he thought it too great a 
Condefcenfion to take notice of me. I {miled at 
the aukward Thing, while, with a fupercilious 
haughty Air, he ftrurted by, not looking low e- 
nough to fee an old Friend. The Behaviour of 
this Wretch made me immediately difcover, what 
a poor Trifle a Title is, when vefted in rhe Hands 
of a Coxcomb. 


, This led me to fome Reflexions upon Honours 
in general, which I fhall make the Subject of this 
Days Paper. 


(Price Two-Pence: ) 


Titles may be confidered in two Lights, ei 
ther as they are acquired by our felves, or as they 
are tran{mitted to us by our Anceftors, Under 
both thefe Diftinctions, they may be either an 
Ornament or a Difgrace to the Poifeffor. 


Concerning Honours which Men derive from 
others, Fuvenal, the Grumbler of his Age, has gi- 
ven us his Sentiments with an honeft Freedom, 
and with a laudable Severity, throughout ‘his 
Eighth Satyr, out of whith I have raken my pre 
fent Motte: 


Every thinking Man miuft be fenfible, how 
great a Happinefs it is, to be defcended froma 
Family fertile in Men of Honour: Such as have 
diftinguifhed themfelves in the Service of their 
Country, arid have handed down to their Pofte- 
rity thofe Titles, whigh were conferred upon 
them as Marks of their Qualities and great Vertue. 
And therefore the moft fubftantial Benefit a Man 
can receive from a Title bequeathed to him by 
fuch Progenitors, will be, when it fpurs him up to 

emulate 
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emulate their glorious Atchievements. Vertue 
Mhines the brighter for being Hereditary. Of a 
Noble Family, whofe Heirs continue from oue 
Generation to another, to imitate the fhining 
Examples of their great Anceftors, it may be faid, 
as the Law does.of the Kings in Bugland, That 
the Hero in it never dies. ; 


On thé other.Aiand, fhould -we leek upon the 
dark fide of Hereditary Honours ; 1 believe all Men 
will allow, that it is far more eligible to derive 
a Pedigree from the obfcureft Parentage, than to 
degenerate from the moft Illuftrious one ; or asa 
great. Roman expreft it, Ie is better -to be-the firft 


than the laft of a Family. For in fuch a Cafe,. 


every Vice appears with double Infamy ; and the 
Stain feems much the fouler, from the Contraft 
of ‘thofe Vertues, which his renowned Fore-fa- 
thers poffeft. This Truth is admirably expreft in 
the fecond Scene of the firft Ad& in Cato, where 
Sempronius, reproaching Portius for lingering 
away the Time when all was at Stake, {peaks 
thus ; 


Thou muft take heed, my Portius ! 
The World has all its Eyes on Cato’s Son : 

Thy Father's Merit fets thee up to Vaew, 

And fhews thee in the faireft point of Light, 

To ynake thy Vertyes, or thy Faults, Confpicuous. 





As for the Man, who by his own intrinfick 
Merit raifes himfelf out of a State of Obfcuriry, 
toa Pitch of Honour, we ought in Juftice to 
‘100k upon him, as a Perfon, who has omitted no- 
thing that was within his ewn Power, to mtake 
himfelf the Object of general Efteem and Vene- 
ration: Time alone muft do the reft. Thus he, 
who for his Services, is by his Sovereign advan- 
ced to Dignity, is upon a Level with thar firft 
Anceftor, from whom one defcended of an anci- 
ent Stock, derives his Honouf. In this Light, 
the great Cicero, who was born of but mean Pa- 
gents, and for faving his Country from Traitors, 
was raifed to the Dignity of a Conful, feems as 
much to be envied, as any of thofe Romans, who 
could derive their Pedigree, even from Romulus, 
the firft Founder of their City. 


Qn the other Hand, fet us fuppofe a Wretch, 
purchafing the Advantage and Pomp of a Title, 
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by the little Arts of Cunning or Falfhood, 4 
betraying the Intereft of his Country, or by ms 
sp refigning the native Freedom of his Con. 
cience to the Will of another. Of fucha Man 
it may juftly be faid, that he has exchanged aq 
seal Jewel for a -falfe one; that he -has parted 
with every Thing injLife, shar ought to be dear 
and valuable rojhim, ;as a Price (for that, which 
may indeed-make-hitn glitter with Grandeur a. 
mongft the unthinking Vulgar, but will, in the 
Eyes of difcerning Men, only ferve to brand 
him with an indelible Charaéer of Infamy. 


Norwithftanding the Doctrine I ‘have here laid 
down, concerning Titles and Honours, I forefee 
that without farther Helps, Multitudes of both 
Sexes will continue to be impofed upon by the 
falfe Appearances of Grandeur. I have therefore 
given Directions to that ingenious Mechanick 
Mr. Senex, (fo famous for thofe {moaked Glaffes, 
by the help of which we lately viewed the Body 
of the Sun, and difcovered his Spots, without 
beihg dazled with the Luftre of ‘his Rays) to pre. 
pare for the Publick, a new Ser of Glaffes, through 
which an honeft Country Gentleman may venture 
to look upon a Lord. 


In confideration of the fair Sex, thefe Glaf 
fes are fo contrived, as to fhew a Beau with- 
out his Drefs or Equipage. With every Glaf 
there will, a Paper of Directions how to ufe it, 
be given Gratis. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


On Saturday will be publifh’d No. VIII. of 


¥*, The LONDON POST, @«. To be continu’d 
Weekly, with the frefheft News Forcign and Domeftick, 
together with Port-news, Rates of Stocks and Funds, 
Prices of Corn, Abftraéts of Cafes and Cautes depending 
tp Parliament or in the Courts of Juftice, with an im- 
partial Account of all Pamphlets and Books publidh’d 
the Week paft, and in fhert every Thing that can inform 
or divert the Reader. ' 

N.8. This will be no Party Paper, but a true Original of 
Facts as they are, and is fo printed that Gentlemen may 
fend ’em into the Country Letterwife without the Charge 
of double Poftage. Sold by S Keimer at the Printing- Prejs 
in Pater-nofter-Row, and 4nn Boulter without Temple- Bar, 
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